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SUBJECT: USA-USSR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGREEMENT: 
PROJECT V-2.1 (PROTECTION OF NORTHERN ECOSYSTEMS) 
-MUSKOXEN TRANSPLANT TO USSR. 

REF: STATE 029002 

1. TELEPHONE CONTACT WITH DR. DENISOV, MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE, HAS CONFIRMED STRONG SOVIET INTEREST IN PRO- 
CEEDING WITH MUSKOXEN CAPTURE AND TRANSPLANT AS OUTLINED 
IN REFTEL. DENISOV UNABLE AT THIS TIME TO GUARANTEE SOVIET 
COMPLIANCE AND CARRY-THROUGH, B'T STATES HE IS DOING EVERY- 
THING POSSIBLE TO MEET USSR COMMITMENTS AND OUR SCHEDULE. 
TENTATIVE SOVIET PLANS INDICATE THAT TWO (2) SPECIALISTS 
WILL PARTICIPATE IN CAPTURE OPERATION; ONE MAN IDENTIFIED 
AS DR. SAVVA USPENSKY. TWO (2) SOVIET AIRPLANES WILL 
TRANSPORT MUSKOXEN FROM NUNIVACK ISLAND TO SIBERIA IN TWO 
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SKOOG 12 MARCH 1975 WITH FINAL DETAILS; HE WAS REQUESTED TO 
INFORM AMEMBASSY ALSO. 

2. REQUEST EMBASSY PASS MESSAGE BELOW FROM DR. RONALD O. 
SKOOG TO DR. VICTOR D. DENISOV, DEPUTY CHIEF, MAIN CONSER- 
VATION ADMINISTRATION, MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, WITH COPY 
TO KUVSHINNIKOV OF HYDROMET. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY 
FOLLOWING THROUGH AS NECESSARY TO OBTAIN REQUESTED INFOR 
MATION FROM DENISOV AND KUVSHINNIKOV. 

3. "DEAR DR. DENISOV: IN ACCORDANCE WITH OUR TELEPHONE 
CONVERSATION OF FRIDAY 28 FEBRUARY 1975, THE US SIDE IS 
PROCEEDING WITH PLANS FOR THE CAPTURE OF FORTY (40) 
MUSKOXEN AS AGREED UPON IN OUR PROTOCOL AND THE JOINT 
COMMITTEE'S 12 DECEMBER 1974 MEMORANDUM OF IMPLEMENTATION. 
I AM PLEASED THAT YOU PLAN TO CARRY OUT SOVIET COMMITMENTS, 
AND I LOOK FORWARD TO OUR SUCCESSFUL COOPERATION IN 
COMPLETING THE TASK. 

4. I WISH TO EMPHASIZE AGAIN TO YOU THE NEED TO COMPLY 
WITH SCHEDULE AND PROCEDURES OUTLINED EARLIER: 

A. THE CAPTURE OF THE MUSKOXEN WILL TAKE PLACE BETWEEN 
26 MARCH AND 4 APRIL 1975, BUT ONLY REPEAT ONLY 

IF THE US SIDE HAS RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 14 MARCH 
1975 A FIRM DECISION FROM THE SOVIET SIDE THAT THEY 
WILL PICK-UP THE FORTY (40) ANIMALS FROM NUNIVAK 
ISLAND AND TRANSPLANT THEM TO THE USSR IN SOVIET 
AIRPLANES SOMETIME BETWEEN 4-15 APRIL 1975. WE 
WILL ALSO REQUIRE BY 14 MARCH THE INFORMATION RE- 
QUESTED IN MY LETTER TO YOU OF FEBRUARY 7. 

B. IN ORDER TO PARTICIPATE IN MUSKOX CAPTURE, TWO (2) 

SOVIET SPECIALISTS MUST ARRIVE IN ALASKA ON OR 
BEFORE 24 MARCH 1975. 

C. THE SOVIET AIRPLANES SHOULD ARRIVE IN BETHEL, 

ALASKA, 4 APRIL 1975 IF POSSIBLE, BUT NO LATER 
THAN 15 APRIL 1975. 

D. PLEASE RESPOND VIA AMERICAN EMBASSY MOSCOW. 
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5. THE US SIDE HAS MADE ARRANGEMENTS WITH DON MAIER PRO- 
DUCTIONS TO COLOR-FILM THE MUSKOX OPERATION IN ALASKA. 
THIS FILMING COMPANY IS SAME ONE DR. KRINITSKY WORKED 
WITH IN THE USSR. I HOPE YOU CAN ARRANGE FOR THE SOVIET 
SIDE TO FILM MUSKOX RELEASE INTO SIBERIA, SO WE CAN HAVE 
A COMPLETE MOVIE OF THE ENTIRE OPERATION 
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SINCERELY YOURS, 

RONALD O. SKOOG INGERSOLL 
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